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WARBOYS PARISH COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of Warboys Parish Council held on 11th April 2016 at the Parish 

Centre, Warboys. 

 

PRESENT 

 

Councillor Mrs M P Bucknell, Chairman. 

 

Councillors Mrs J M Cole, D W England, Mrs M H Harlock, T R Huggins, R A Payne, P 

S Potts, J C Price, Mrs S Stafford, Mrs J E Tavener, G C M Willis, Dr S C Withams and 

Mrs A R Wyatt. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE 

 

County Councillor M R Tew 

District Councillor P L E Bucknell. 

Sergeant A Street, Cambridgeshire Constabulary 

Ms R Avery, Cambridgeshire Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office. 

 

APOLOGIES 

 

Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors Ms L A Gifford, and J A 

Parker. 

 

 

216/15 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

The Chairman expressed her appreciation to Members for their attendance at the Annual 

Parish Meeting on 7th April at which there had been a high turnout by the public.  The 

Chairman commented on the excellent presentations at the meeting by Mr T Patel of 

Wards of Warboys and Mrs E Mead of the Moat House Surgery which had been well-

received by the public who had attended. 

 

The Chairman thanked Councillor Mrs Harlock, the Warboys branch of the Women’s 

Institute and others who had helped in the litter pick in the village on 8th April and the 

ensuing weekend as part of the national campaign for the Queen’s 90th birthday.  The 

Chairman also reported that she and Councillor Ms Gifford had collected litter in Church 

Road near the entrance to the Airfield Industrial Estate, although there was still further 

litter in the highway verge to be collected. 

 

The Chairman thanked those Members who had helped with litter picking, cleaning of 

swings and planting in Adams Lyons playground in advance of the Easter weekend. 

 

Finally, the Chairman referred to the forthcoming election for membership of the Parish 

Council on 5th May at which 16 candidates would be standing for 15 seats.  She wished 

all of the candidates good luck at the election.  The Chairman paid tribute to Councillor T 

R Huggins who had decided not to stand for re-election and she thanked him for his work 

on behalf of the Council and his service to the community.    
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217/16 MINUTES 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Potts and seconded by Councillor Payne, the Minutes 

of the meeting held on 14th March 2016 were approved as a correct record and signed by 

the Chairman 

 

 

218/15 MEMBERS’ INTERESTS 

 

Councillor England declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in Minute No. 227/15 

(Proposed Replacement Parish Centre/Sports Facilities) as he was a member of the 

Warboys Sports Field Committee and Warboys Cricket Club and related to a trustee of 

the land.  However he had previously been granted a dispensation by the Council to speak 

but not vote on matters relating to the Sports Field. 

 

 

219/15 POLICE REPORT 

 

The Chairman welcomed Sergeant A Street to the meeting and thanked him for taking the 

time to attend in response to problems with older teenagers in the village.  Sergeant Street 

advised that Ms R Avery of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office would be 

attending the meeting later in the evening and the issue of the young people would be 

dealt with at that time. 

 

Sergeant Street circulated a list of incidents in Warboys since the previous meeting which 

comprised 14 crimes and 4 reports of anti-social behaviour.   

 

Members were informed that a second batch of bags containing cannabis plants had been 

collected from the Handymen by the Police which had been dumped at the roadside in 

Warboys.  A property in Bencroft Lane had also been discovered recently by the Police 

that had been used for the growing of cannabis.  In response to a question from 

Councillor Mrs Cole with regard to the use of cannabis by young people in the village 

and particularly in the vicinity of the Parish Centre, Sergeant Street advised that this was 

not a Police priority currently and the drugs squad in Cambridgeshire had been 

disbanded.  When dealers were arrested, others quickly took their place and it was 

difficult to obtain evidence of the organisers of the trade.  Nevertheless Sergeant Street 

stressed the dangers of cannabis use and advised that the Police did what they could to 

address the issue with the resources available to them. 

 

In response to a question by Councillor Huggins about motorists driving at high speed 

around roundabouts in New Road late at night and in the early hours of the morning, 

Sergeant Street explained that there was little that the Police could do as incidents lasted 

only a few minutes and officers could not respond in time if they were called by 

distressed residents.   

 

Councillor Mrs Tavener drew attention to the presence of a van parked regularly in 

Fenton Road between the junctions with Mill Green and Bencroft Lane which was 

obscuring the vision of oncoming traffic for motorists emerging from Bencroft Lane.  

Sergeant Street explained that in the absence of parking restrictions, action could only be 

taken by the Police if a vehicle was parked within 10 metres of a junction.  However he 

undertook to speak to the driver of the vehicle concerned.  
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The Clerk also informed Members that the next Police community forum would be held 

at Ramsey Fortyfoot Village Hall on 26th April which was open to all members of the 

public.  

 

 

220/15 MATTERS ARISING 

 

The Council considered the following matters arising from the meeting held on 14th 

March 2016:- 

 

(a) Jubilee Park 

 

Further to Minute No. 204/15(a), the Clerk reported that he had received a draft of 

the sign for installation at Jubilee Park following the approval of byelaws by the 

Department for Communities and Local Government. 

 

(b) Christmas Lighting 

 

Further to Minute No. 204/15(c), Councillor Willis reported that the Christmas 

Lighting Group had ordered replacement lighting for that damaged in the previous 

year and would forward the invoice to the Clerk for payment. 

  

(c) Defibrillator 

 

Arising from Minute No. 204/15(j), Councillor Mrs Wyatt reported that enquiries 

were ongoing with regard to the purchase of a defibrillator by the 55 Plus club to 

be sited in the village. 

 

(d) Proposed Development of 120 Dwellings South of Station Road 

 

Further to Minute No. 204/15(l), the Clerk reported that RAF Wyton had 

confirmed the names of the former WWII station commanders of RAF Warboys 

and these had been forwarded to David Wilson Homes as suggested names for the 

roads to be constructed in the development south of Station Road.  Members were 

informed that the company had agreed to the use of the names and District 

Councillor Bucknell advised that these had been accepted by the District Council 

as the street naming authority, although only 2 of the 4 names were required. 

 

 

221/15 PLANNING COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on 14th March 

2016 be received. 

 

 

222/15 ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 
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that the Minutes of the meeting of the Allotments Committee held on 15th March 

2016 be received. 

 

 

223/15 LEISURE AREAS COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Leisure Areas Committee held on 21st 

March 2016 be received. 

 

 

224/15 FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee 

held on 21st March 2016 be received. 

 

 

225/15 THE QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY  

 

Further to Minute No. 204/15(n), the Chairman updated Members on the plans for the 

beacon lighting ceremony at Adams Lyons playground to celebrate the 90th birthday of 

HM The Queen on 21st April.  A working party of Members had met on two occasions 

and had compiled a programme for the event with the gates opening at 7.15 p.m. and the 

beacon lit at 7.45 p.m.  Although it would only be dusk at that time, the Chairman 

advised that children from the primary school would be in attendance as they were taking 

part in a flag design competition as part of a project to celebrate the occasion.  The entries 

would be on display in the church after the beacon lighting where refreshments would be 

available.   

 

The Chairman reported that a large number of volunteers had offered to help with the 

arrangements and Sergeant Street was thanked for arranging for two PCSOs to be in 

attendance. 

 

Members were also informed that the Parish Church had enquired whether the Parish 

Council had any further plans to celebrate the official birthday of the Queen in June.  

They had been informed by the Clerk that the Council was not intending to arrange any 

further events but they had been asked to keep the Council advised of any activities that 

the Church proposed to arrange. 

 

 

226/16 COMMUNITY ASSET TRANSFER – BOWLS GREEN AND PAVILION 

 

The Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been circulated) following a request 

from the White Hart Bowls Club for the Council to apply to register the bowling green 

and pavilion as an asset of community value. 

 

The Clerk explained that the Club was unable to apply to the District Council for 

registration unless they had the requisite number of members whose names appeared on 
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the electoral roll for Warboys.  The Club had made enquiries of the District Council and 

had been advised to ask the Parish Council to apply for the asset to be registered.  

 

Members were advised that if the District Council registered the bowling green and 

pavilion, they would remain on the list for 5 years, during which time any proposal by the 

owners to dispose of the land would require the District Council to be notified of their 

intention.  The Parish Council and the local community then would be notified and there 

would be an interim moratorium on the sale during which interest could be expressed in 

the acquisition of the land for the community.  This then would trigger a six months 

moratorium in which a bid could be made to purchase the asset, either by the Parish 

Council or a community organisation.  However the Clerk pointed out that there was no 

compulsion on the part of the owners to accept a bid from the community or to dispose of 

the land at a lower value than on the open market. 

 

The Clerk explained that there was no obligation on the part of the Parish Council to bid 

to purchase the asset if notice was received of its intended sale, although the Bowls Club 

would have become incorporated if they wished to submit a bid.   

 

Members acknowledged that the bowling green and pavilion were important sporting 

assets in Warboys and it was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that application be made to the District Council to register the White Hart bowling 

green and pavilion as assets of community value.  

 

(Councillor Dr Withams arrived in the meeting at this point in the proceedings.) 

 

227/15  PROPOSED REPLACEMENT PARISH CENTRE/SPORTS FACILITIES 

 

Further to Minute No. 211/15, the Clerk submitted a report (copies of which had been 

circulated) following a further meeting of the working party.  Since that time, the sports 

and social club and cricket club had asked for an application form to enable them to apply 

for a grant from Whittome Wind Trust to improve the club house and changing facilities. 

 

Members were reminded that the cricket club had notified the Council that they no longer 

wished to use any of the proposed sports facilities as part of a joint development with a 

replacement Parish Centre and intended to provide improved facilities themselves.  The 

colts football club had also expressed reservations about using new changing facilities if 

they had to pay rent for them.  Under the circumstances, the Clerk suggested that there 

appeared little realistic prospect of the Council proceeding with the construction of new 

changing facilities etc. if the clubs were not prepared to use them and there was little 

likelihood of grant from the sports governing bodies. 

 

Members were advised that the Sports Field Committee remained interested in 

transferring the freehold ownership of the land itself to the Council with a lease back to 

the committee at a peppercorn rent which would enable applications to be made for grant 

to improve the pitches. 

 

The Clerk reported that the Sports Field Committee would be meeting again shortly and 

that no further response had been received from the Moat House Surgery as to whether 
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they would be interested in occupying part of a new development.  Similarly no reply had 

been received from the District Council as to the surrender of the lease of the car park 

which was a pre-requisite of any development.   

 

The Chairman also drew attention to an invitation from the sports and social club for the 

Council to be represented at an opening ceremony for the internal improvements that had 

been made recently at the club.  The ceremony would be held at the club on 24th April.  

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that consideration of the proposed development and transfer of the 

freehold of the sports field be deferred; and 

 

(b) that the Council be represented at the opening ceremony by Councillors 

Mrs Cole and Mrs Wyatt. 

 

 

228/16 PARISH CENTRE 

 

Councillor Payne referred to the discussion at the last meetings of the Council (Minute 

No 206/15 refers) and the Leisure and Amenities Committee (Minute No. 12/15(i)) and 

he drew attention to a number of complaints by hirers of the Parish Centre about the 

disturbance caused by young people congregating in the vicinity of the building.  Having 

regard to the disturbance that this was also causing for neighbours, he suggested the 

installation of a gate on the access to the Parish Centre which would prevent access by 

vehicles and scooters when the building was not in use and would discourage other 

youngsters from congregating there. 

 

Councillor Price also informed Members of the problems of noise being experienced by 

neighbours both during the day and late at night and he referred to an incident when he 

had observed youngsters riding scooters around in the tennis court without helmets.   

 

Sergeant Street pointed out that his officers had difficulty in moving youngsters away 

from the car park and tennis court as it was a public place and that when his officers 

visited, the youngsters were invariably not doing anything untoward.  He advised that if a 

gate was erected with a notice saying that the land was private property, the Police could 

instruct the youngsters to leave.  However he pointed out that as a well-lit, hard surfaced 

area with a seat in the centre of the village, this was always likely to be an attractive 

gathering place for young people. 

 

Members discussed the potential benefits and disadvantages of a gate but felt that this 

might help to discourage the vicinity of the Parish Centre from being the current 

gathering point in the village for young people. 

 

Under the circumstances, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the Clerk be requested to submit a report to the next meeting on the potential 

implications of a gate being erected at the Parish Centre. 
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229/15 PARISH CENTRE RATEABLE VALUE 

 

The Clerk reported on a forthcoming revaluation of business properties by the Valuation 

Office Agency which would include a revaluation of the Parish Centre.  Information on 

the new rateable value would become known in the autumn but the Clerk pointed out that 

if this were to be increased, it could result in the loss of the current small business rate 

relief on the premises which meant that rates might be payable again. 

 

 

230/15 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT  

 

The Clerk reported that changes in the accounts and audit legislation had resulted in a 

change in the way that the Council was required to consider and approve the Annual 

Governance Statement for 2015/16.  In future, the section of the statement which required 

the Council to certify that it had a sound system of internal control had to be approved 

prior to the annual accounts, either at separate meetings or as separate items on the 

agenda.   

 

Under the circumstances, a copy had been circulated of section one of the statement 

which required the Council to answer a series of questions regarding effective financial 

management.  Members were reminded that the Clerk had previously circulated by e-mail 

the relevant sections of the Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices which explained how 

Members should consider whether to answer the questions in the affirmative or negative. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that all of the questions in section 1 of the Annual Governance Statement for 

2015/16 be answered in the affirmative. 

 

 

231/15 ACTIVITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN WARBOYS 

 

The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Ms R Avery of the Cambridgeshire Police and 

Crime Commissioner’s Office. 

 

Ms Avery reported that she and Sergeant Street had met the Chairman and Clerk and 

District Councillor Bucknell in the week preceding the meeting in response to concerns 

about the problems being caused by older teenagers in the village.  She had commenced 

an audit of premises availability and activities in the village for teenagers and potential 

ideas for them to become more engaged and less of a nuisance within the community. 

One such idea was a youth café at the Windmill Tea Rooms and the Chairman confirmed 

that after speaking to the owners they were receptive to the proposal and awaited further 

information. 

  

Sergeant Street commented on the popularity of the Connections Bus in Warboys and the 

success achieved in reducing anti-social behaviour by youngsters up to the age of 14 or 

thereabouts.  He also suggested that skateboard facilities worked well in other villages 

but he acknowledged that these were expensive and that it was difficult to identify a 

suitable site which was both accessible by young people and did not disturb neighbouring 

residents. 
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Ms Avery stressed the importance of consulting with youngsters and involving interested 

parties in trying to identify solutions.  She suggested forming a working party which she 

and Sergeant Street offered to attend and she indicated that her report should be available 

for discussion at the next meeting of the Council. 

 

It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that consideration of the matter be deferred to the next meeting.  

 

(Sergeant Street and Ms Avery then left the meeting.) 

 

232/15 INVESTMENT STRATEGY 

 

Arising from the recommendation of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, 

Members were invited to approve the Council’s Investment Strategy for 2016/17 (copies 

of which had been circulated). 

 

RESOLVED 

 

 that the Investment Strategy be approved as submitted.  

 

 

233/15 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

 

(a) East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices  

 

Members considered a request by East Anglia’s Children’s Hospices (EACH) for 

financial assistance towards the work of the organisation in providing care for 

children and young people with life-threatening conditions and support for their 

families at their Milton hospice.  Having been advised that the Council normally 

offered a grant of £100 to the organisation, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a grant of £100 be made to EACH. 

 

(b) Magpas   

 

Having considered a request by Magpas for a grant towards the continued 

operation of the Air Ambulance service, Members 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a grant of £100 be made to Magpas. 

 

(c) Summer Reading Challenge 

 

The Clerk submitted a request by the County Council’s Library Service towards 

the Summer Reading Challenge at Warboys Library in 2016.  Although the 
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County Council had not applied for a grant in either of the two previous years, the 

Clerk advised Members that the Parish Council had given an annual grant of £100 

in the past. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a grant of £100 be made towards the Summer Reading Challenge. 

 

(d) Warboys Sports Field Trust Committee  

 

(Councillor England declared a non-statutory disclosable interest in the following 

matter as he was a member of the Warboys Sports Field Committee and Warboys 

Cricket Club and related to a trustee of the land.  However he had previously been 

granted a dispensation by the Council to speak but not vote on matters relating to 

the Sports Field.) 

 

The Clerk submitted an application from the Sports Field Committee for a grant 

of £750 towards the resurfacing of the car park at the sports field for which a 

quotation of £2,950 plus VAT had been received. 

 

The Clerk advised Members that the Council had the power to give grants for 

parking spaces that were ancillary to sporting facilities, in contrast to the three 

preceding applications which could only be supported under Section 137 of the 

Local Government Act 1972.  Members were informed that the Sports Field 

Committee had previously received grants from the Council of £300 in 2013 

towards their operating costs and £2,000 in 2014 towards the purchase of a new 

mower costing £5,800.   

 

In the event of the Council wishing to support the Sports Field Committee 

financially, the Clerk suggested that the grant be met from the accumulated 

section 106 fund for open spaces and play provision as opposed to the annual 

grants and donations budget which was limited to £1,000. 

 

Members referred to the poor condition of the sports field car park and felt that its 

improvement would enhance the sports provision in Warboys.  It was therefore 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that a grant of £750 be made to the Sports Field Committee towards the cost of 

resurfacing their car park, the money to be taken from the Section 106 fund for 

open spaces/play provision. 

 

 

234/15 PROPOSED WYTON AIRFIELD DEVELOPMENT 

 

Having considered an invitation to attend a meeting of parish councils affected by the 

proposed Wyton Airfield development to be held on 13th April at Hemingford Abbots, 

Members 

 

RESOLVED 
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 that the Council be represented at the meeting by Councillor Dr Withams.  

 

 

235/15 CONSULTATION ON PHARMACY SERVICES 

 

Members considered an invitation from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Clinical 

Commissioning Group to comment on a consultation on the withdrawal of prescriptions 

for certain minor ailments and types of food.  (Relevant extracts of the document had 

been circulated.).  The Clerk advised that the CCG had stated in the document that 

Cambridgeshire and Peterborough’s health economy had been identified as one of 

England’s 11 most financially challenged and that they were facing a funding shortfall of 

£250 million by 2019 unless changes were made. 

 

Members acknowledged the arguments in favour of the withdrawal of certain 

prescriptions as proposed in the consultation document as the drugs and food affected 

were now widely available at more reasonable prices than previously. 

 

RESOLVED 

 

that the CCG be informed that the Council has no objection to the changes 

proposed. 

 

 

236/15 CORRESPONDENCE 

    

The Clerk reported that the following item of correspondence had been received since the 

previous meeting and indicated that he would arrange for them to be circulated to 

Members for information:- 

 

(a) Open Space 

 

Spring 2016 edition published by the Open Spaces Society 

 

 

237/15 OPEN FORUM 

 

The Clerk reported that at the Open Forum following the previous meeting of the 

Council, County Councillor Tew had announced that he would be holding surgeries in 

Warboys Library on alternate Saturdays in future. 

 

 

238/15 ACCOUNTS 

 

Upon being moved by Councillor Potts and seconded by Councillor Payne, it was 

 

RESOLVED 

 

(a) that the following accounts be approved:- 

                  £ 
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M J Buddle  Salary – March 2016             1,014.62             

                                                 

W E Batterbee  Salary – March 2016     977.59   
         
R Edwards  Salary – March 2016     238.80  

           

R Reeves  Salary – March 2016     878.99 

                             

Post Office Ltd. Tax & NIC – March 2016            1,149.08         

              

G Hansell  Half year Internal Auditor’s fee     50.00 

 

E.ON   Electricity supply - Parish Centre      88.00 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

E.ON   Gas supply - Parish Centre      221.27 

    (paid by direct debit) 

 

M J Buddle    Reimbursement – paint      43.00  

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer anti-virus protection – April          6.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer backup online - April       36.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Total Solutions IT  Computer support contract –  April         30.00 

Group Ltd  (paid by direct debit) 

 

Balfour Beatty  Street lighting maintenance    456.76 

Living Places Ltd 

 

R Reeves  Reimbursement – Play bark from    455.90 

Madingley Mulch for safety surfaces 

 

R Reeves  Mileage & subsistence claim      40.80 

 

R Reeves  Petty cash        20.00 

 

Dyers of Warboys Play sand        42.49 

 

Xerox (UK) Ltd. Photocopier              2,459.52 

 

Murco   Fuel (paid by direct debit)      50.50 

 

Mrs J M Cole  Reimbursement – plants for Adams Lyons     14.00 

Playground 

 

Connections  8 visits in Spring Term & £265 per visit          2,120.00 

Bus Project 

 

Norfolk County  Attendance at Signing, Lighting, Guarding  185.00 
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Council  course 

 

Dyers of Warboys Miscellaneous supplies      86.48 

 

Ms J Rogers  Refund of Parish Centre hire deposit     10.00 

 

C J Ingle Ltd.  Taps         43.20 

 

(b) that payment of the following account needing to be paid in advance of the 

meeting be endorsed:- 

 

Stuart & Co  Insurance for van     340.03 

 

 

239/15 BUDGETARY CONTROL 

 

The Council received the budgetary control statement for March 2016 and the list of 

Parish Centre bookings for that month, together with the bank reconciliation statement for 

the fourth quarter of the year (copies of which had been circulated to all Members). 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was declared closed. 

 

 

 

Chairman.      
 


